Chapter Seven
REFORMING THE REFORM
THE new laws on education were applied immediately. A
few adaptations were necessary in the earliest years to
make the change-over possible; but they were restricted
to a minimum. It was preferred that the schools should suffer
for a few years rather than that, as had happened so often, reform
should be delayed. For the same reason much sensible criticism
was disregarded; thanks to the full powers it was not necessary
to pay excessive regard to the two Chambers of Parliament. On
the whole, however, the reactions were favourable. This did not
mean either that the new educational system would remain un-
changed, or that the new 'spirit' would triumph. The Fascist
claim that the new regime was one of perpetual revolution was
only too true in the schools, if one thinks of perpetual instability
rather than of profound transformation. This character of instabi-
lity was not new to Italian life; in fact it was for many of its faults
that Fascism meant to find a remedy. The Ministers of Educa-
tion went on changing much as before; and it did not matter a
great deal if, instead of speaking of ministerial crisis, as was the
habit in 'democratic' times, one started speaking of rotazione^
and of training different persons for the highest responsibilities.
Men from different quarters succeeded each other in Gentile's
place: Alessandro Casati (1924-25), Pietro Fedele (1925-27),
Balbino Giuliano (1927-29), Giuseppe Belluzzo (1929-31),
Francesco Ercole (1931-34), Cesare Maria De Vecchi (1934-36),
Giuseppe Bottai (1936-43), and finally A. Biggini for the last
few months of Fascist rule. All of them left some documents of
their will to 'adapt the schools to the new climate5; and this
might mean either a further extension of the reform, or c retouch-
ings' to this or that point of Gentile's system.
Three different aspects can be considered in this perpetual
* adaptation' of the schools; they are not clearly defined in terms
of time, and not always distinguished from each other. In the
first place come those developments of the reform which were
due to a natural desire to complete what had been left on one
side in a work of such range, and those minor changes which the
ministers of the first ten years after the reform thought necessary
to make Gentile's work correspond to their views or those of
persons who,influenced them. Under this heading there might
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